Juan Geuer. :

Also dealing with thne, space,
and the human condition are
three Installations now on view at
the Saldye Bronfman Centre;;
these works were created by Of-.

tawa-based artist - and former’

crafter of lenses for telescopes—-—

Juan Geuer, who is now 80. The

exhibit is curated by James
Camphell. F e
The most unusual and suecess-
ful work in the show Is am eceen-
tric concoctlon titled Loom and.
Drum, But in fact, ina way this
piece pulls the carpel right out
from under us, for the focus -liter-
ally and figuratively - is on earth-
‘quakes. The unwieldy industrial-
age machine Geuer has created
does lovk somewhat like a loom
and has as its core 'a kind of
Jdrum, with one gide sprouting
tangles of wires and the ‘other
presenting a face as smooth and -
pretty as aminimalist abstrac-
tion. Yet, this area Is anything
but placid, as it periodically
lights up with pinpoint pulses of lght. In fact, the
work presents n true record of 5,500 carthquikes

“that oceurred In North Amerlea hetweens 1960 and

Tog. o -

Of course, such Hnlape with fact does nol make
art, so notorlously prone to fibbing. Bul in Gener's

< plece, the mix of science and sensibility is odidly
- compelling. Indeed, there is something almost vi-
~ sionary about this piece which invites us to con-

template what in another artlst’s hands might

seem like a elich = the enormlily of the universe

" andd the ulter smallness ol our selves,

“T'o help us concentrale, the artist has fitted the
work with two benehes on each end of the
work. One of these seals faces the white disk

while the other :1_“;:1\3 us with a map ol North America, it-
S(;I[' llmkc{} up with lights indfcating major seismic activily:
We view this map through some of Geuer's lenses., The siap-

 ping noises accompanying each pulse cause us to consider

thie human role in major upheavals,

What makes this and the other two projects in the éllo\v S0
charming, is a perfeet marriage of know-how and the direet-
ness attainable only by an incorrigible nait - or by some-
body who has transcended the politics of high u'r{‘ '1‘11;\
Loom Drum is by far the most successful work for Ilw' rmn:
sense way It gots to the point, rom which all other aspecels -
form and material - inevitably follow:. )

W interrogating Self and Other: the P'erceptuel nstruments

(g{_ .!urlm Geuer remains at the Saidye Bronfinan Co wire, 5170
Cote Ste. Catlierine Rd., until Oct. 27, o
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